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SUBJECT: Chronic Wasting Disease Response Measures for Deer in Clinton, 
Ingham, and Shiawassee Counties 

Authority: 

Under the authority of Section 40108, 1994 PA 451, MCL 324.40 l 08, the Director may issue an 
interim order " ... when the Department determines that animals are at risk of being depleted ... " 
The documentation of Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD) in a free-ranging deer puts the deer 
population at risk. 

Discussion and Background: 

The Department revised the 1vfichigan Surveillance and Re5ponse Plan for Chronic Wasting 
Disease of Free-Ranging and Privately-Owned Cervids, herein referred to as the "CWD Plan," 
effective July 18, 2012. Immediately following, the Director and the Natural Resources 
Commission updated the Wildlife Conservation Order, where applicable, to comply with the 
plan. 

On May 20, 2015, the National Veterinary Services Laboratory in Ames, Iowa, positively 
confirmed CWD in a free-ranging deer from Ingham County. The positive confirmation from 
Ames, Iowa, initiated this interim order to begin the process of implementing the CWD Plan 
protocols and control measures. 

One of the measures is to establish a Core CWD Area within a 10-mile radius of the location 
around the documented case where the infected animal was located. The Core CWD Area will 
consist of Lansing, Meridian, Williamstown, Delhi, Alaiedon and Wheatfield townships in 
Ingham County; DeWitt and Bath townships in Clinton County; and Woodhull Township in 
Shiawassee County. 

In addition and at a minimum, any county with a boundary that is intersected by the radius shall 
be defined as part of the CWD Management Zone. Accordingly, the CWD Management Zone 
shall be defined as all of Clinton, Ingham, and Shiawassee counties, except the Core CWD Area. 

The following measures shall be established as rapidly as possible: 
• Effective immediately, the feeding and baiting of cervids, including deer and elk, within

the Core CWD Area and CWD Management Zone is banned.
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• The entire carcass of all hunter-harvested deer originating from the Core CWD Area shall 
be presented within 72 business hours of harvest to a Department deer check station 
established within the Core CWD Area.  The head or entire carcass must be surrendered 
to the Department for CWD testing, along with any other material requested by the 
Department.  The hunter may retain the antlers attached to a skull cap cleaned of all brain 
and muscle tissue. 

• Subject to the mandatory deer check requirements, the removal of any part of the carcass 
of a free-ranging deer from the Core CWD Area is prohibited, other than deboned meat, 
antlers, antlers attached to a skull cap cleaned of all brain and muscle tissue, and hides, 
unless a not detected test result for CWD is reported by the Department. 

• Subject to the mandatory deer check requirements, the possession of the carcass or parts 
thereof of a free-ranging, hunter-harvested deer outside the Core CWD Area if 
originating from the Core CWD Area is prohibited, other than deboned meat, antlers, 
antlers attached to a skull cap cleaned of all brain and muscle tissue, and hides, unless a 
not detected test result for CWD is reported by the Department or the entire carcass is 
taken to a licensed processor. 

• Any licensed taxidermist receiving a carcass or parts thereof from a deer originating within 
the Core CWD Area must report the acquisition to the Department disease laboratory 
within 72 business hours unless a not detected test result for CWD has been reported by 
the Department for the deer.  

• Any commercial processor receiving a carcass or parts thereof from a deer originating 
within the Core CWD Area must report the acquisition to the Department disease 
laboratory within 72 business hours unless a not detected test result for CWD has been 
reported by the Department for that animal. 
 

In addition, new and revised deer management unit (DMU) boundaries shall be created in order 
to better facilitate surveillance and control measures and to increase available samples of free-
ranging white-tailed deer.  Changes include: 

• All of Gratiot, Mecosta, and Montcalm counties will make up DMU 329, the Stanton 
Unit, and shall have an antlerless deer license quota of 28,000 for private land and 2,800 
for public land.  

• The formation of DMU 333, the Core CWD Area, will encompass those townships 
closest to where the CWD positive deer was located.  The unit includes the townships of 
Lansing, Meridian, Williamstown, Delhi, Alaiedon, and Wheatfield in Ingham County; 
the townships of DeWitt and Bath in Clinton County; and the township of Woodhull in 
Shiawassee County.  DMU 333 shall have an unlimited antlerless deer license quota. 

• DMUs 019 (Clinton), 033 (Ingham), and 078 (Shiawassee), will be updated to exclude 
the townships identified in the Core CWD Area.  In addition, the private land antlerless 
deer license quotas for each DMU will be increased to 10,000 licenses.  Public land 
antlerless deer license quotas will be 1,200 for DMU 019, 600 for DMU 033, and 200 for 
DMU 078.  
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